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ond s This Week 


The Live Wire~Pleyhouse, 8/17/50. Michael Todd production of Garson Kanin's 
new comedy featuring Scott licKay, Sheila Bond and Jack Gilforde Donald Oenslager 
designed the sets; Kanin directede 


Deily Critics Rate Second Festivel Play 


dy from the Sea-Fulton, 8/7/50s. Second two week stand fared better than 
first, but critics still wished producers Ames-He yden=\ianamaker picked stronger 
scripts. Ibsen revivel was recommended for drama students and Ibsen fans. Huise 
Re iner received fine personal notices for a good acting job in the lead, though 
Atkinson, Times, noted that her heavy accent hindered. Direction by Wanemaker was 
also highly praised, critics thought he did good job in bringing life to dull script. 
Hobe, Variety, was only critic to pan showe He thought it was disappointing, slug- 
gish end inaudible thestre. Garland, Journal American, marked it down as a “should 
see" play,. Sheaffer, Begle, thought play deserves a longer rune Coleman, Mirror, is 
convinced Shaw read the Ibsen play before writing Candida. He also thinks it is time 
for some one to make new English adaptations of Ibsen. Steven Hill and Anne Jackson 
were complimented for bringing same ingrat iet ing slapstick to the script. 


Summe ecotre t 


Davis Snow's The Long Days debut at Westport, Connecticut, Country Playhouse is 
the work of an author with a good, quick fleir for the theatre, commented Doul, Va- 
rietye But play starring Florence Reed concerning New England region is reminiscent 
of O*Neil and ſmart on-. Subject matter worried summer play goers, but did not arouse 
themeeeQgunquit, Maine, Playhouse's attempt at a musical, Just Aro the ¢ 
didn*t come off, reports Riley, Billboards Music by Joe Sherman, lyrics by Langston 
Hughes plus aid of seasoned Broadway players like Francis Compton Bob Wr Bever 
ly Janis and Dottie Sault er fail to — the show spirits 


Shows Thet Closed 


Detective Story-Broadhurst, 3/23/49-8/12/50. Sidney Kingsley play starring 
Ralph Bellemy won 21 “pro” votes of the 30 critics rated. Play was praised es being 
thorough and ‘sincere. But Atkinson wishes it had also been inspired. The rest of 
the critics billed play as first cless melodrama, Gibbs, New Yorker, commented that 
it was a poor attempt at duplicating Front — ö 


Prediction for Season 


Berring unforseen difficulties, Coleman, neren thinks the coming season n 
be better than the pest one, All of the top writers are back, plus many of the top 
directors, he told NBC Critic's Corner. Plays today might be fewer, but they run 
longere They are more intelligent, better produced and better geted, the critic 

stated, While todey'e acting is of a higher caliber, there aren't as many stars. 


Lease Theet 


George Jean Nethan complains thet American producers and audiences are ovepawed 
by second rate English actors. Bully Rose sticks up for the abundence of American 
musicals in London by.boosting that the British have no one to equal Rodgers and 
HammersteinessActor Robert Morley, back home in London, condemns American audiences f 
for following the opinions of “winchell and a few others". Though he admitted Ame- 
rican musicals are 75 years ahead of British showse He thought the producer and 
director's nome on American playbills should be in emaller type. 
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A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ° 


Shows are ret ed as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. 80-80 " means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show 
for en entertaining or stimulating evening. 


le M Times lle Newark News 21. Catholic orld 
2. NY Herald Tribune 12 Women's Wear Daily 22. Commonweal 

3. NY News 13. Daily Vorker 23. Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14. Wall Street Journal 24e ChreScie Monitor 
Se NY Compass (Pu, Star) 15. Journal of Commerce 25. Ste Review Lite 
6. NY Post 16, George Jean Nethen 26. Newsweek 

J. NY Sun (Morehouse) 17. Morning Telegraph 27. Time 

8. NY Journal American 18. Variety 2238, Nation 

9. NY World“Telegram and Sun 19. Billboard 29. New Republic 

104 Brooklyn Eagle 20. Theatre Arts 30. New Yorker 


The Cocktail Party=Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 21 vot es. Cont 2-9-13-14-22-25-29. 
16-30. 


The Congul-Berrymore, 3/15/50. Prot 27 votes. Cons 23. ggg 6-29. 
Death of Sealesman=KMorosco, 2/10/49. Prot 26 votes. Cont 29. So=sot 27. 


* Det ective 3/23/49e Prot 21 votes. Cont 13. Nonet 5-10-11-16-24-253 
28-29. 


Gentlemen Prefer BlondegeZiegfeld, 8. Prot 21 votese Cont 6-21-28. 
S- 16-19 -22-23-27 .. Nones 25. 


The Happy mouth, 1/24/50. Pros 21 votes. Cont 5-0 7-20- 26-28-30. Nores 13 
Kiss Me, Kate=shubert, 12/31/48. Pros 28 votes. Cont 29. engt 28. 

The Member of the Wedding-Hmpire, 1/5/50. Pros 26 votes. Cont 16. Go-gor 2-22-30 
Mister RobertgeAlvin, 2/13/48. Pros 24 votes. Cont 21-24. So-Sos 13-16-17. 


Peep ShoweWinter Gerden, 6/28/50. Prot Cont 1-2-12- 
728-2 9-30. So-Sot 3-14-18. Nones 


Peter Ps Imperial, 4/24/50e Prot 21 votes. Cone 845-20. 6-14-19. 


South PacificeMeajestic, 4/%9. Prot 19 votes. Cons 27. §0-S08 23. 
None? 


Lit) Derlin'-Hellinger, 11/25%/9. Pros 12 votes. gon’ 
29-380. 11-20-26-27. Nones 25-250 


Charley?-SteJames, 10/11/48, Pros 16 vot ese Cons 
2526. 427. Nonet 10-28. 


The visteria Trees-liartin Beck, 3/29/50, Prot 15 votes. Con: 
23=25-26=27=28. Set 18-29. 


Tickets Pheage$-Coronet, 4/27/50. Prot 21 vot es. Gons 11-15-29-30. So-gos 26. 


‘ 


@rsen. Roem Departuent ' 


MR. ROBERTS vs IR. BAXTTR.. Beverly Baxter, critic of London Nvening Standard, blast- 
London production of Mr, Roberts starring Tyrone Power as being "revolting, not 
art." Durl ing, Journel American, is'ready to debate. Anything that reflects 
life as truly as this show is arte Several of the British critics agreed with 
Baxter that play was dull, Letters to Editor section of Baxter paper blamed 
Broadway for lowering the morels end traditions of Western cultures 


TABLE PENSIONSeeeActors Equity, which is nearing agreement with League of N. T. Theares 
for new contract, was urged to table the pension issue by Theatre News Wecklye 
Paper charged negotiators with not being nature or skillful enough to avoid 
name calling. Saving the theatre is more important than saving faces 


BROADWAY FAT. Seven and a half million dollars was paid to actors on Broadway dure 
ing the 1949-50 season, Morrison, Variety, reports in a survey, actors received 
almost as much as other groups did combined. Stagehands, authors, musicians, 
managers and press agents fol los ed. , 


TURNABOUTeeePress 4 gent Mike O*Shea, subbing for Danton Welker on PR Broadway 
Scrapbook, received an unfavorable review from Variety's TV critice But he held 
out some hope as O*Shea becomes more familiar with the mediumeeeJéckie Gleason's 
letter panning Jack O'Brien's appearance on CBS TV Stork Club was printed in 
full in the latter's column. 


PL/Y SPONSORseeJoel Turner's Best of Spirits is the pley Mee, Post, will sponsor at 
Putnam Count y, M. I., Playhouses fe picked this script from the hundreds he has 
read during the past year because it has something to say and because it will 
give a worthy umproduced author a chance to see his pley on the stage. 


MILLI! S DF... „Role of playwright is that of a super repœ ter, Arthur Miller de- 
tailed in Times,. Author of Death of a Saleaman sees his job as reporting and 
anal ys ing an incident fully. The report should include not only the details, 
but an analysis of the antagonists relations to the world eround then, to each 
other, plus the causes and offects of their actionse 


RUMOReesTicket brokers who put up the money for a Broadway show are giving the pro- 
ducer a deadline on which he must repay the full sum, whispers Kilgellen, Jour- 
nal american. If he defaults they'll take over the show and run it themselvese 
Variety recently reported that Mike Todd borrowed money from the ticket brokers 


to finance Peep Showe 


THEATRE ON SK TFS. „ „Newest London innovation in drama is presenting musical comedies 
on icée Rose Marie is now playing at Harringay’s Arena, Plot has been changed 
to allow for swifter lovemaking, female lead’s songs are sung by girl hidden off 
stage. Stage“ suggests that in the future skaters will have to be singers, 
actresses as well as dancers, They welcomed the new addition to the theatre 
mediume 


* Random teme 


Duliont TV has leased Ambassador Theatre, NBC has leased Center Theatre. be, 
New Yorker, is casting his play Seagon in the Sun at his Fire Island home ee Deut seh. 
Theatre Arts editor, wes a recent guest on PR Broadway Scrapbook quizeeseClurman, 
New Republic, will direct Donald Ogden Stewart's The KidderseeeJack Barry's NBC radio 
program "Sters and Starters” will be presented as a Broadway playeeePimm's Cup Celee 
brity Tennis Tournament will be held at Forest Hills during the National Championships 
„Record companies have released several full length plays for redio presentation. 
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* Sumer Theatres * 


Five New York erities traveled to Washington, D.C. to witness the opening per- 
formance of Feu Green's third “symphonic drama", Faith of Our Fethers at Rock Creek 
Parke They were more impréssed with the half million dollar permanent outdoor theatre 
than they were with either the pleyers or the play, General complaint was that write 
ing was sketchy and dull, while pleyers did their jobs poorlye Choir and dancers 
came in for most praise, Atkinson, Times, was the only critic to think show had 
merit as entertainment. 


Rice, Post, traveled from Washington to Williamsburg, Virginia to attend Grem‘'s 
The Gommon Glorye Dreme editor considered this play first rate and inspired es en- 
pared with-the dull Jashingt on pogeant . . Chapman, News, branching even further affeld, 
was impressed by the Boy Scout festival of Ind ian dances e at Red Soe 
Theatre, near Denver, which seats 10,000 under the stars. 


* Interview Round Up 


MARIE PO/ERSeeeThe Mediup’s original star considers the role the most difficult phy- 
sicelly ever written for a singereactress she admitted on CBS Invitation to Musice 
She is now on her way to Rome where the authoredirector of the 2 will produce the 
movie versione 


ARTHUR SCHANZ. .. Produe er of forthcoming Hi jda Crane expressed conviction that the- 
etre will never die to Colemen, Mirror. But he is worried out the present dearth 
of new playwrights and directorse That is why he is supporting Howard Lindsay's New 
Playwrights Committee. Hilde Crane vil be the producer-writer’s first straight play. 


WHITNEY BOLT di. „ Morning Telegraph drama critic and McNaught Syndicate columnist, has 
just completed a tour of the count ry. . Qut-ofetowners he told MBS Sardis are more in- 
terested in the simple side of New York life, than they ere in the glamour side. 
They want to know how a person of their economic and social means lives in New Yo ke 


Ge MAILLARD KESSLEREe.ePhotographer will present collection of 2500 theatrical pore 
traité to the theatre section of NeYePublic Library. They will be made in triplicate 
one set bound, one set for photostats, and one for traveling shows to universities. 
Kessiere told Theatre News ees that the care is the cradle of the entertainment 
worlde 


LLOYD NELSONeeeStage director of subway circuit Netive Son reads the script six or 
seven times before he sets the play in his mind, he revealed on 186 Sardis. Then he 
thinks of the characters in terms of well known Broadway or Hollywood personalities. 
If they aren't evailable he tries to cast count erpart s. 


MAURICE SCHIARTZeeeProducer of Second .:venue*s Yiddish Art Theatre, which closed its 
doors after 31 years, is now in Hollyrood to make 20th Century Fox “Bird of Paredise” 
Times and cireumstances forced him to close his New York theatre he told Jamison, 
Timese Young people todey eren“t speaking Yiddish and production costs became too 
highe But he is still interested in keeping the Yiddish theetre alives 


NEWS AND NOTESeeeGerland, Journal Americen, pleys the title role in Giutterbuck at 
Cregmoor, NeYe Playhouseés.eMorehouse, World Telegrem 4 Sun, has been branded as . 
"scab" by the CIO Newspaper Guild for crossing the picket lines of the strikebound 
paper. ei At Home with Lionel Barrymore is heard daily at 6230 PelieeeBoris Kar- 
loff will start as a dise jockey show for children on /. „A little theatre on 

- lower Fifth Avenue which seats 90 people rents for $8.00 per night. | 
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